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This report is of a confidential nature for the benefit of the Court and may be distributed only to the parties to the proceedings.
CASE BACKGROUND
What led to the truancy case being filed with the Court?
CHILD/FAMILY STRENGTHS

What supports, traits, interactions, accomplishments, talents/interests, resourcefulness, or resilience have you observed in the child and/or family? Things to consider: 

· How does the child interact with the CASA or with others? (i.e. kind, polite, quiet, talkative, etc.)
· What are the child’s future goals? What are some small goals the child is currently taking to improve attendance?
· What is the child’s home environment?

· How is the child doing in the home?

· Has the child demonstrated new skills or knowledge since you last reported? Note any progress or improvement related to education or school attendance.

· Any external strengths or supports or trusted adults (i.e. school counselor, teacher, mentors, attendance advocate, therapeutic supports, extracurricular activities, positive peers, etc.)

· Strengths you have observed in the parents/caregivers, extended family members, or friends?

· You may include any strengths noted in the CANS Assessment as reported in the Truancy Review Team report (if available). 
· In what ways is the child trying to comply with the Court’s orders?
· What are the child’s wishes?
BARRIERS TO ATTENDANCE
What are the concerns, barriers, or unmet needs that might be contributing to the youth’s ability to attend and perform in school? Things to consider: 

· Is the child attending school virtually or in-person?  

· Does this child have an IEP (Individualized Education Program) or a 504 (behavioral plan) in place at school? Does the child require additional educational support?

· Is the youth recovering from past trauma? Is trauma impacting behavior and/or health?
· Safety concerns for youth or family at home or at school?

· Is the child/family homeless or at risk of homelessness?

· Does the child have reliable transportation to and from school every day?
· Family functioning and dynamics; specifically, are there things happening at home or within the family that are impacting the student’s ability to attend and engage in school?

· Any cultural considerations that act as barriers when not considered?
· Social functioning – how are things going with friends? Does the youth have opportunities for fun outside of school? Does this student have positive peer relationships?
· What supports does the child need in order to comply with the Court’s orders?
CASA’S EFFORTS TO ADDRESS BARRIERS
How have you supported the child and/or family as the CASA? Things to consider: 

· Has the youth exhibited a change in behavior and/or school attendance since the last report or since the start of CASA involvement? 

· Has the parent or caregiver reported a change in child’s mental health and/or behavior?

· If the child has been diagnosed with a mental health issue, have they been able to access any recommended mental health services? 

· Any supports or resources you’ve assisted in getting the child/family connected with. A Precious Child, One Simple Wish, tutoring, resources for basic needs (food, utilities, clothing, etc), multisystemic therapy/behavioral therapy?
· What is being done to support and encourage the child’s cultural background and development?

· What are the small goals you have worked on with the child to increase attendance?
CHILD’S SCHOOL SITUATION

What has your communication with the child’s school involved?  Things to consider:
· Child’s attendance.

· Child’s grades.

· Is the child progressing towards graduation?  Are they on track to advance to the next grade level?

· Child’s behaviors and relationships with counselors, teachers and friends.  What is reported to you?
· For youth in 9-12th grades, what is their plan for after graduation?
RECOMMENDATIONS

What would you recommend to help the child thrive in an educational setting? What would be in the child’s best interest? Things to consider:

· Mental health services? 

· Educational support?

· Family support?

· Opportunities for peer relationships? 

· Any other recommendations you’d like to be considered.
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