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Looking for a Few Good Men
Author:  Bill Christopher, CASA of Adams & Broomfield Counties, Vice-Chair
Adams and Broomfield Counties, CO – No, this is not a U.S. Marine’s recruitment bulletin. I will tell who and why “a few good men” would provide an important role and perhaps change the lives of affected youth. CASA of Adams and Broomfield Counties is quite successful in recruiting volunteers to be Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) in the 17th Judicial District. However, the preponderance of these dedicated folks are female. So, “a few good men” or even a bunch of good men would be most helpful in being CASA’s to young abused or neglected youth.

 

LOCAL NEEDS MET BY LOCAL VOLUNTEERS
This organization enjoys a solid group of 248 volunteers who currently are working with 208 youth either in the Adams County Court or the Broomfield County Court. In their current fiscal year, CASA’s have assisted and supported 395 youth who through no fault of their own find themselves in the “judicial system”.  Youth ranging in age from newborn babies to age 18 are presently in the “system” and are benefiting from the care, support and “voice in court” from local CASA volunteer community members from Adams & Broomfield Counties.  Most of the youth served come from Aurora, Broomfield, Commerce City, Thornton and Westminster.  The Special Advocates work closely with the Adams County Human Services Department and Broomfield Health & Human Services Department and family members in assisting the child or sibling group who desperately need someone to speak up for them.

 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Making a difference in our society today can easily come down to helping one child or youth who has been the victim of his or her own family’s environment. A broken home with an alcoholic mother or the mother’s abusive boy friend can have such a damaging impact on a child’s life. And too often we find that drugs or alcohol are the core cause of the abuse. It is important in some cases to have a man be that mentor, positive role model, guide, supporter and voice for the victim. Let me share a real life example of how a CASA turned a young person’s life around.

 

JIMMY’S STORY
We will call this person Jimmy. This youth is now emancipated out of the social service system, but looks back on his life as he writes to his Court Appointed Special Advocate. He writes “In the almost two years I have known you, there has never been anything you wouldn’t help me with or a time you gave up on me. You always cared. If you weren’t in my life, I don’t know what would become of me or where I would be. Even after my case closed and you were assigned to other cases you still helped me….I know you don’t have to help me but you do it out of the kindness of your heart. There’s no way I can ever repay you back for all the countless time, gas, money and love you have showed me, but I hope this is a start (his letter).”

 

 

HELPING THE KIDS
Being a CASA is not for everyone. The compensation is not monetary, but is huge in intangible ways.  But for those who care about the injustice and harmful treatment a growing segment of our youth experience today, I ask you to consider stepping up. If you have a desire to add meaning to your life and have some spare time, CASA will train you, guide you, support you as you reach out to children and youth who are desperately in need of adult nurturing, support and speaking up for them. “A few good men” would make a world of difference to the children and youth who are struggling through the “judicial system”. And like Jimmy, a CASA could make all the difference in a youth’s life who wonders why life is so crappy, why his parents treat him in such an abusive way and asks if life is worth living.

 

START TODAY
If this appeal has touched your heart, you can contact CASA of Adams and Broomfield Counties by calling 303-654-3378 or email casa17th@casa17th.com.  
Bill Christopher is Vice-Chair of CASA of Adams & Broomfield Counties.  
CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) of Adams and Broomfield Counties is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization that trains, supports and supervises community volunteers who advocate for the best interests of innocent child victims of abuse and neglect. Each year, in Adams and Broomfield Counties, there are over 1,300 children who have been physically, sexually or emotionally abused or neglected, and who are in desperate need of a caring, committed CASA Volunteer to speak up for their best interests. In Adams and Broomfield Counties, there are over 230 CASA volunteers, and we are in need of more great community members to become advocates for children. CASA conducts volunteer training classes three times a year.  The next class begins in June 2010.  For more information about CASA, call (303) 654-3378 or visit www.casa17th.org.
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