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The Orchard Town Center Supports CASA and National Child Abuse Awareness Month
Adams & Broomfield Counties, CO – There is no question that during these tough economic times many of us are faced with any number of uncertainties.  Is my job secure?  Will I lose my home?  Where else can I cut back to help make ends meet?  And, while these may be recurring thoughts in our day-to-day lives, we are comforted by the fact that we are surrounded by friends and loved ones who are there to support us.  Now, imagine facing those same unknowns as a child or youth and with no one by your side.  Enter the life of a typical foster child…  Each year, more than 1,300 children in Adams and Broomfield Counties remain a part of the foster care system, due to parental abuse and neglect. Some children move as many as 15 times in two years, these children often feel homeless.

April is Child Abuse Awareness and Prevention Month, a time to encourage individuals and communities to support solutions for these children who desperately need a place to call home. During the month of April life size cut-outs representative of foster children will be placed throughout participating restaurants located at The Orchard Town Center off I-25 and 144th in Westminster. Participating restaurants include: Asti d’Italia, Which Wich, Rock Bottom Brewery and 3 Margaritas.  In addition to displaying the Forgotten Children cut-outs, each restaurant will also host a Dining Out for CASA fundraiser event during the month of April featuring special guest hosts.  CASA of Adams and Broomfield Counties will receive 15% of total food sales for each Dining Out event.  
“We are asking folks to show strong support for abused and neglected children here in our community by coming out and enjoying a meal with family and friends on designated Dining Out nights at The Orchard”, commented Simone Jones, CASA Executive Director.  “We know economically times are tough, but they are even tougher for these innocent child victims.  We are encouraging the community to plan ahead, budget for, and attend the Dining Out events.  It’s a simple, fun and inexpensive way to make a difference in the life of a child.” 

Specific Dining Out for CASA dates and times and special guest hosts are as follows:

· Wednesday, April 7, Asti d’Italia, 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM with special guest hosts Tawnya Rush (Colorado & Company KUSA TV) and Dinger (Colorado Rockies Mascot) from 5:30 – 7:30 pm.  
· Wednesday, April 14, Which Wich, 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM with special guest host Tawnya Rush (Colorado & Company KUSA TV) from 5:30 – 7:30 pm. 
· Wednesday, April 21, Rock Bottom Brewery, 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM with special guest hosts The Denver Bronco Cheerleaders and Bill McCartney (former CU Buffs Football Coach and Promise Keepers Founder) from 5:30 – 7:30 pm.
· Wednesday, April 28, 3 Margaritas, 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM with special guest host Colorado Rapids Mascot from 5:30 – 7:30 pm.   
The Orchard Town Center generously donated $2,000 to CASA in honor of National Child Abuse awareness month.  They are also sponsoring a $100 Orchard Town Center Gift Card drawing during each of the Dining Out Events.  Please join us for a chance to win.  National sponsors of the Forgotten Children event campaign are the Dr. Phil Foundation, the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation and Jewelers for Children.

Additional Dining Out for CASA Events will be announced in the near future.  For more information and a listing of Dining Out for CASA dates and locations visit www.casa17th.org .

CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) of Adams and Broomfield Counties is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization that trains, supports and supervises community volunteers who advocate for the best interests of innocent child victims of abuse and neglect. Each year, in Adams and Broomfield Counties, there are over 1,300 children who have been physically, sexually or emotionally abused or neglected, and who are in desperate need of a caring, committed CASA Volunteer to speak up for their best interests. In Adams and Broomfield Counties, there are over 200 CASA volunteers, and we are in need of more great community members to become advocates for children. CASA conducts volunteer training classes three times a year.  The next class begins in June 2010.  For more information about CASA, call (303) 654-3378 or visit www.casa17th.org.

About The Orchard Town Center

The Orchard Town Center, located at the northwest corner of Interstate 25 and 144th Avenue, is a unique, pedestrian-friendly lifestyle village. The center offers residents and visitors exceptional options in shopping, dining and entertainment in an environment that invites lingering, relaxing and socializing. Designed in classic prairie craftsmanship style, The Orchard Town Center provides more than 60 entertainment, retail and restaurant establishments, including AMC Orchard 12, JCPenney, Macy’s, REI, and Super Target. The project was developed by Forest City Commercial Group Inc. and the City of Westminster. For more information on the Orchard Town Center, visit www.TheOrchardTownCenter.com. 

Forest City Commercial Development is a unit of Forest City Enterprises Inc., a $10 billion NYSE-listed national real estate company. The Company is principally engaged in the ownership, development, management and acquisition of commercial and residential real estate and land throughout the United States.
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