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Thirty-Five Community Members Join the Fight Against Child Abuse
Adams and Broomfield Counties, CO – Thirty-five individuals from Adams and Broomfield Counties were sworn in as Court Appointed Special Advocates by Judge John Popovich on October 15th at the Adams County Courthouse. As volunteer advocates for the CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) program of Adams and Broomfield Counties, these individuals will now have the chance to advocate for children in the court system that have been removed from their homes due to abuse and/or neglect. These volunteers will work closely with caseworkers and attorneys to help be an additional set of “eyes and ears” on open abuse and neglect cases providing valuable information to the judge regarding the child’s well being and best interests. As advocates, they will also work to ensure that the educational needs of children are being met while they remain in the system.  The ultimate goal of a CASA Volunteer is to help remove the child from foster care and place them into a safe permanent home.  

Judge Popovich administered the CASA Oath in the presence of his three esteemed colleagues, Judge Patrick Murphy and Magistrate Peter Stapp.  Each of the Judges thanked the volunteers for their commitment and dedication to the children in the community.  CASA Executive Director, Simone Jones, along with Antelia Salazar-Ball, Rosie Garner and Nancy Lake, members of the CASA Board of Directors, offered a warm welcome to the new volunteers who will begin taking cases this month.    

"It doesn't take, but maybe 12 to 15 hours a month of their time, to help ensure that innocent children who have suffered from abuse and neglect are kept from further harm," says Jones. The group is still in need of more volunteers. Last year, the program helped more than 300 kids locally.
The new CASA volunteers include: 
Krista Roller of Arvada; Hallie Davis of Boulder; Nancy Taylor, Lor Vang of Brighton; Mary Jane Beirise, Karen Geitzenauer, Brian Kubik, Tami Kubik, Colin Purdy and Diane Thompson of Broomfield; Kathy Jackson, Donna Martinez, Amber Pelster of Commerce City; Lisa Luepke of Denver; Summer Koel, Anastasia Sidener of Henderson; Gary Haaklau, Jarette Haaklau, Jennifer Tenorio, Danielle Welch of Northglenn; Paula Christina, Lisa Hill, Teresa Johns, Grace Klepacz, Diana McRae, Rochelle Montez, Dallas Moore, Melissa Nadon, June Phillips and Nooria Quadrat of Thornton; Melissa Beato, Russel Kopperud, Lisa Manzo, Leah McCurdy, Annie Nguyen, of Westminster.
The training of the new volunteer advocates was made possible through the generous support of CASA’s year long Friend of CASA Sponsors: Bill Nance Plumbing & Heating; Lafarge; North Metro Fire District; Wells Fargo; Don Quick, Adams County District Attorney; Sherriff Doug Darr; Alice Nichol, Skip Fischer and Larry Pace, Adams County Commissioners.  
CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) of Adams and Broomfield Counties is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization that trains, supports and supervises community volunteers who advocate for the best interests of innocent child victims of abuse and neglect. Each year, in Adams and Broomfield Counties, there are over 1,500 children who have been physically, sexually or emotionally abused or neglected, and who are in desperate need of a caring, committed CASA Volunteer to speak up for their best interests. In Adams and Broomfield Counties, there are over 200 CASA volunteers, and we are in need of more great community members to become advocates for children. CASA conducts volunteer training classes three times a year.  The next class begins in February 2010.  For more information about CASA, call (303) 654-3378 or visit www.casa17th.org.

###
Pictured: New CASA Volunteers with Judge Popovich, Judge Murphy and Magistrate Stapp.
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