
OUR Mission
Our mission is to provide 
specially selected and trained 
community volunteers, Court 
Appointed Special Advocates, 
to advocate for abused and 
neglected children in the pursuit 
of safe and permanent homes.

OUR Vision
A community where every abused 
and neglected child in Adams and 
Broomfield Counties is given the 
opportunity to thrive in a safe and 
loving home.

2018 - 2019
Fiscal Year ANNUAL Report
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FY19 BOARD Members
Bob Grant, Chairperson  
 Retired, District Attorney of the  
 17th Judicial District

Donna Alengi, Vice-Chairperson  
 Retired, Special District Association

Eric Mott, Secretary 
 Innovative Real Estate

James (Jim) Pauley, Treasurer  
 Feis & Co., P.C.

Kevin Kildow, At-Large 
 Bank of Colorado

Mark Condon, The Ranch Country Club 

Dawn Davis, FirstBank

Kelli Ehrhardt, VectraBank

Nicole Milo, Avista Adventist Hospital

Judge John Popovich, 
 Retired, Judicial Officer of the  
 17th Judicial District

Marty Sos, Retired, IBM

Belva Wildman, City View Industrial Park



We extend our heartfelt thank you to the extraordinary donors, supporters, 
volunteers, and staff who helped make this another remarkable year. Your 
generous commitment to our mission helps provide the critical resources 
needed to increase our impact and truly make a difference in the lives of 
abused and neglected children. Fiscal year 2019 marked a stellar year 
for CASA of Adams & Broomfield Counties:
• We served 502 abused and neglected children;
• 223 CASA volunteers served vulnerable children;
• CASA Volunteers donated more than 13,549 hours;
• We hosted three successful signature events;
• Increased Peer Coordinator Model to accommodate future growth.
Our ongoing commitment is to provide vital services to our youth who need them the most. The cases CASA 
served this past year were in Arvada, Aurora, Bennett, Brighton, Broomfield, Commerce City, Denver, Federal 
Heights, Henderson, Northglenn, Strasburg, Thornton, and Westminster. Sadly, some of these families are 
homeless. Additionally, 99% of the children we serve live at or near the federal poverty level and qualify for the 
free and reduced lunch program. These children are most in need of strong and enduring adult relationships that 
provide security, stability, reasoning, and love during the most traumatic time of their young lives. We continue to 
be in awe of and so grateful to our dedicated volunteers who give so much of their time and travel many miles 
to be that consistent adult. With this care, our CASA volunteers improve the lives of these children and have a 
positive impact on our community.
Changing  children's lives for the better is only possible due to our volunteers, community members, and 
donors. We could not provide these vital services without you! Thank you for your tremendous support and your 
investment in the future of our youth!

Bob Grant Lindsay Lierman  
Board Chair Executive Director 

DEAR Friends,



YEAR in review

 Colorado children were served Hours donated by  
CASA Volunteers

CASA volunteers on cases

STATE highlights

LOCAL highlights

502 abused and neglected 
children had a CASA Volunteer 
standing up for their best interests

1,161 more children need 
a CASA Volunteer to help ensure 
their placement in a safe and 
permanent home

223 volunteers served 
vulnerable children in Adams & 
Broomfield Counties

99% served qualify for the 
free and reduced lunch program

13,549 hours donated by a CASA volunteer standing 
up for the best interestsof abused and negleted children.

4,857 111,9181,888
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• Youth in foster care have a  
58% high school graduation rate*

• Only 3% of foster youth will go 
on to complete higher education*

• The predicted lifetime social cost 
of a child who ages out of foster 
care is $300,000**

• The average cost to supply a 
child in the welfare system with  
a CASA is $1,200

WHY child  
advocacy matters

Court Appointed Special Advocates 
make a commitment to:
• Meet with their child regularly and 

monitor their home environment 
and relationships

• Represent the best interests of 
the child

• Report on the child’s educational, 
developmental, health, 
therapeutic, and basic needs

• Help find a safe and permanent 
home for the child

“Children need  adults who areinterested in them. 
The care and concern for the children by CASA Volunteers 
makes a huge difference in their lives. Our Judges value 
the important role that the CASA Volunteers have for the 
children.” — Chief Judge Patrick Murphy

* The Legal Center for Foster Care and Education, 2018
** Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative, 2013



Carly Wooldridge became the Outreach 
& Recruitment Coordinator for CASA 
in July 2016. She became her own first 
recruit as she immediately went through 
training and became a CASA Volunteer. 
This allowed her to share first-hand 
experience with potential volunteers. 
What she shared in the end was hope and 
consistency with two beautiful children. 

When Carly met Sarah and Daniel*, 
they had already been in the foster 
care system once before. Their new 
case opened in June 2016 when Daniel, 
who was 4 at the time, was found 
wandering around his neighborhood 
alone. Sarah and Daniel lived with 
their mother and Daniel’s father. When 
investigators went to the home, they 
found drugs and needles near where the 
children slept. 

Sarah and Daniel were immediately 
removed and placed in two separate 
foster homes. With no verbal skills at 
the age of four, Daniel was deemed a 
feral child and put on an individualized 
education plan (IEP), which allowed him 
to receive interventions and support. 
For a year and a half, Sarah and Daniel 
remained in separate homes, but Carly 
visited them both and with the help of the 
caseworker, made sure they had some 
visiting time together.

Because of their drug use and 
involvement in a domestic violence case, 
the parents did not meet requirements to 
get their children back. Sarah’s biological 
father was not in the country and was 
presumed dead. In August 2017, parental 
rights were terminated for all parents 
and Sarah and Daniel were placed for 
adoption. Carly was there for the initial 

meeting of the children and their adoptive 
parents in October 2017. Over the course 
of the month, the children began having 
meals, then overnight and weekend stays, 
until finally they moved in permanently 
with their new adoptive family. This 
newfound love and stability changed the 
trajectory for Sarah and Daniel. 

They both began play therapy and 
family therapy, and Sarah began animal 
therapy after Carly worked with her peer 
coordinator to find services covered 
by Medicaid. Being reunited in a caring 
family with all these supports in place, 
Sarah and Daniel quickly advanced in 
their reading and were able to meet 
grade level for the first time. In February 
2018, Daniel made a Valentine in his 
kindergarten class that shows just 
how far he had come both emotionally 
and developmentally. In Daniel’s 
kindergarten words he answered the 
prompt “My Heart is Full Because” by 
writing, "My dad gives me hugs and my 
Dad gives me food. My Dad lets me 
ride my bike and gives me some pie." 
For a little boy who had never had a 
loving, positive male relationship, these 
words illustrate the attachment and 
trust he developed with his adoptive 
father. Daniel’s dad was so excited about 
the message and the progress that it 
showed, he immediately shared it with 
the one person who had been in Daniel’s 
life for the duration of this journey—his 
CASA, Carly.

Throughout their case, Carly was the 
only consistent adult in Sarah’s and 
Daniel’s lives. Caseworkers and attorneys 
came and went. Carly was always there. 
She visited each child, sometimes in 
separate locations and sometimes more 

than an hour’s drive away, twice each 
month. She provided the adoptive family 
with the most comprehensive information 
about the children’s history, their journey, 
their struggles, and their successes. She 
supported their new family throughout their 
long journey to a wonderful conclusion. 

Finally, in January of 2019 all the 
papers were filed, and the adoption was 
finalized on March 3, 2019. After three 
years, Sarah now age 11, and Daniel 
now age 7, are safe and thriving in their 
forever home with their loving parents.

* Names changed to protect children’s privacy.

CARLY’S volunteer experience

MY HEART IS FULL Because:
"My dad gives me hugs

and my Dad gives me food
My Dad lets me ride my bike and 

gives me some pie"



Indulge for CASA 
Indulge for CASA event took place on 
Thursday, July 21, 2018 at Balistreri 
Vineyards and raised nearly $130,000. 
The evening was hosted by former 
Denver Bronco, Reggie Rivers. Guests 
enjoyed an evening of fine wines, 
decadent desserts, music, and a large 
silent and live auction. The evening 
ended with the raffle drawing for an 
Italian Getaway donated by Brad & 
Therese Zuercher that included seven 
days and six nights at Villa Tereze 
holiday house in Italy and $2,000 
toward airfare or other travel expenses.

Light of Hope 
Adams & Broomfield Counties 
hosted its annual Light of Hope 
event on Thursday, October 18, 2018 
at Stonebrook Manor and raised 
nearly $100,000. Funds raised aided 
CASA’s mission of providing specially 
selected and trained community 
volunteers to advocate for abused 
and neglected children in the pursuit of 
safe and permanent homes. The event 
consisted of a breakfast and luncheon 
program, with 9News Anchor Kristen 
Aguirre as emcee. Guests enjoyed a 
complimentary meal as they gained a 
deeper knowledge about the CASA 
mission and listened to a powerful 
story of a current CASA Volunteer, Jill 
Ross. “I am continuously in awe of our 
CASA Volunteers and the impact they 
have on a child’s life. The story Jill Ross 
shared about her accomplishments 
and struggles with her CASA Youth 
reinforced the importance of this 
program.” shared Lindsay Lierman, 
CASA Executive Director. 

CASA Classic Golf 
Tournament 
The CASA Classic Golf Tournament 
was held Tuesday, May 15, 2019 
at The Ranch Country Club. The 
course at the Ranch was designed 
by legendary golf-course architect 
Richard Phelps and features a blend of 
rolling terrain and endless vistas with a 
dynamic playability offering something 
for everyone. The tournament was a 
four-person scramble with each player 
receiving greens fees, cart, range 
balls, food, and swag bag. 170 golfers 
participated, helping CASA raise more 
than $87,000 dollars!

YEARLY events



ROOKIE CASA OF THE YEAR
Erika Sell 
Erika joined CASA in August of 2018 
and immediately made an impact. 
Throughout her first case, she visited 
the child regularly, bringing activities to 
relax the child and help her open up. 
In order for the judge to have the best 
information, Erika consistently made 
contact with the child’s uncle who lives 
out of state and expressed interest in 
taking her permanently. Erika saw the 
case to its end when the child did go to 
live with her uncle. Erika’s devotion to 
this child and diligence on her first case 
demonstrates her dedication to being a 
strong advocate.

CASEWORKER OF THE YEAR 
CeCe Spotts 
Celeste (CeCe) has all the attributes of 
a great caseworker and brings them to 
every case she serves. She is even-
handed but fearless when representing 
children. CeCe is unique in the way she 
seeks out and includes the input and 
participation of CASA Volunteers. She 
promptly returns phone calls, responds 
to emails, and seeks out the opinions of 
CASA Volunteers. She brings a sense 
of humor to this difficult job. These 
attributes make her someone to count 
on and great to work with. 

GUARDIAN AD LITEM OF THE YEAR
Karen Langsley 
Karen is passionate about her work and 
has been advocating for children for 
several years. She is comfortable having 
tough conversations when needed but 
celebrates victories. Karen works closely 
with the CASA staff to recruit CASA 
Volunteers for her cases. She values the 
insight of CASA Volunteers and believes 
in the CASA role!

PEER COORDINATOR OF THE YEAR 
Zoe Reese
As a Peer Coordinator, Zoe supervises 
and supports other CASA Volunteers. In 
this role she goes above and beyond. 
She is a great coach, problem solver, 
and listener. She remains calm in 
stressful situations and is a great leader. 
Zoe is someone her advocates look to 
as a great example of a CASA Volunteer.  

JUDICIAL OFFICER OF THE YEAR
Judge Kathy Delgado
Judge Delgado believes it is a privilege 
to work with the CASA organization 
and CASA Volunteers. She has great 
respect for CASA Volunteers and treats 
them as equal members of the case 
team. She provides a forum for them 
to advocate for the best interests of 
children. Judge Delgado reads every 
report, transcript, and note and relies on 
diligent preparation and careful fact-
finding to guide her decisions toward a 
just outcome.

PHILANTHROPIST OF THE YEAR
Brad & Therese Zuercher
Brad & Therese began their journey 
with CASA over three years ago 
when Therese took on her first CASA 
case. Through her advocacy work 
she realized there are not enough 
resources to meet the needs of all 
of the families whose children are 
suffering. This led Therese to become 
a donor and chair of the annual Indulge 
for CASA event. Brad & Therese are 
true philanthropists having donated 
their time, funds, and talent to the 
CASA organization.

BOARD MEMBER OF THE YEAR 
Marty Sos 
Marty hit the ground running when he 
joined the CASA Board. He immediately 
introduced the program to his wife, 
Sherri, who became a CASA Volunteer. 

Marty is always ready to share the 
CASA mission through any presentation 
or networking event. His passion for 
the program is contagious and he has 
helped recruit several CASA Volunteers 
because of it.

MARLENE WISKE CASA VOLUNTEER 
OF THE YEAR
Barbara Zeidman (tie) 
Barbara has been with CASA for over 
8 years, serving on just as many cases. 
She is so dedicated to the CASA 
Program that she has served on three 
cases at a time, all while also serving as 
a Peer Coordinator. She writes thorough 
court reports with recommendations 
that are often accepted by the judge. 
She works cases so that she offers 
solutions to the concerns she sees. 
That is why she has been sought out by 
judges to serve on some of the toughest 
cases. Through her involvement and 
dedication, Barbara is a wonderful 
ambassador for the CASA Program.

MARLENE WISKE CASA VOLUNTEER 
OF THE YEAR
Charlene Campbell (tie)
Having been a CASA for eight years, 
Charlene is able to recognize the value 
in being a voice for children that find 
themselves in situations that are no fault 
of their own. She recently finished a 
case with a girl who emancipated after 
five years with Charlene by her side 
all the time. Charlene had planned to 
take a break, but a case opened for 
an adolescent who needed a strong 
educational advocate. Charlene knew 
that she could help and agreed to take 
on this new case. Besides serving on 
cases, Charlene has continually been an 
ambassador for the CASA Program, 
sharing her story at events and 
presentations.  

CELEBRATION award winners



THANK you peer coordinators & volunteers
PEER  
COORDINATORS

 Barbara Bostwick
 Emily Davis
 Faye Gillis
 Guiovanna Nance
 Sarah Palmer
 Zoe Reese
 Steven Strock
 Candice Toller
 Rachel Williams
 Barbara Zeidman

 VOLUNTEERS
 Judy Ackley
 Afsheen Ahmad
 Olivia Albery
 Donna Alengi
 Alyssa Alex
 Tianna Alstrup
 Sarah Andreano
 Adriana Arambula Moreno
 Lillian Archuleta
 Ashlynn Arcuri
 Richard Argys
 Heidi Armbruster
 Megan Arnold
 Mary Arrington
 Brittany Austin
 Jacob Bakke
 Alyssa Barkley
 Cynthia Bastian
 Natalie Beck
 Linda Bennett
 Shannon Bentley
 Laura Bohlen
 Nancey Bookstein
 Catherine Borghi
 John Borghi Jr.
 Roberta Bourn
 Evajean Boyd
 Gail Breidenstein
 Cindy Bruce
 Margaret Buck
 Jamie Bunker
 Melissa Cain
 Patricia Cambridge
 Charlene Campbell
 Rebecca Campbell
 Laila Chavez
 Lauren Chitwood
 Darrick Christopher
 Melinda Coburn
 Melissa Collison
 Tamme Cooper

 Debra Cross
 Ashley Cunningham
 Mariam Curtis
 Jennifer Cushman
 Alexander Del Valle
 Christina DelFrari
 Annabelle Denmark
 Siobahn Dermody
 Sheryl Devereaux
 John DeVos
 Dawn Dewey
 Alyson Dinkin
 Sarah Downey
 Jennie Dreiling
 Bruce Drucker
 Matthew Duran
 Taylor Ehrhardt
 Chelsea Ellison
 Brian Engle
 Barbara Evans
 Gary Evans
 Katie Evans
 Joni Fields
 Joelle File
 Karla Fitch
 Jeff Foreman
 Meagan Frank
 Sandra Frank
 Jean Franklin
 Kurt Freeman
 Brianna Gaines
 Lisa Gallegos
 Robert Garrity
 Joselle Gilbert-Veitel
 Deborah Givray
 Leticia Glueck
 Judith Goater
 Denise Gondrez
 Alayna Grace-Flavin
 Raechel Greschler
 Sean Gross
 Elizabeth Gudenkauf
 Wesley Gullette
 DeAnna Hackenberg
 Richard Hall
 Cheri Hansen-Breuer
 Tonya Hanson
 Sharon Hardin
 James Hein
 Michelle Heine
 Vicki Heino
 Heather Hendrickson
 Jesslyn Henriksen
 Cora Hessel
 Maureen Hoff

 Terry Hoffman
 Leanne Holitza
 Jessica Holzwart
 Ann Horton
 Taeler Houlberg
 Robert Hoyle
 Jessica Jackman
 Kathleen Jackson
 Shaqaula Johnson
 Sheryl Kallivrousis
 Michelle Keller
 Kandy Kernes
 Keith Kernes
 Twila Knaack
 David Knapp
 Joan Kniss
 Maile Kobayashi
 Stephanie Kosik
 Cami Kostecki
 Sarah Kumaraperu
 David Kusel
 Darcy Lacy
 Gwen Lamborn
 Chris Landes
 Nathan Leaf
 William Leck
 Lindsay Lierman
 Ann Lindburg
 Adriana Lira
 Alan Literati
 Jennifer Little
 Diana Loeck
 Alessa Loor
 Stephanie Lorance
 Casidy Ludwig
 Michele Luetters
 Sheena Lukens 
 Barbara Lyall
 Tina Lyda
 Sylvia Lydick
 Jennifer Mackender
 Amanda Mahoney
 Bev Marler
 Kristan Marsden
 Sonya Martin
 Carla Martinez
 Roger McCafferty
 Joanne McCulley
 Kenneth McGhee
 Jr. McGuane
 Diane McManus
 Gina Middleton
 Christina Mijares
 Perla Millan
 Lorraine Miller

 Wendy Miller
 Justine Montoya
 Mary Montoya
 Samantha Morgan
 Alycia Mueller
 Mujda Murad
 Natalie Murphy
 Jill Nelson
 Yadira Nelson
 Jeanette Neubauer
 Kalen Nevarez
 Loan Nguyen
 Malyssa Nunez
 Camille Ochs
 Lara O’Connor
 Joyce O’Donnell
 Ana Ornelas
 Jennifer Otterson
 Shannon Otto
 Dana Padilla
 Cherylin Peniston
 Yazmin Perez
 Dale Pierce
 Nancy Pierotti
 Marie Pierson
 Jim Piperato
 Christy Pocs
 Christine Polliard
 Oscar Pope
 Lisa Post
 Jessica Preston
 Megan Quinn
 Kathleen Ramirez
 Irene Randall
 Sabina Raver
 Annette Raynes
 Vickie Ricord
 Catherine Rieb
 Marcia Robertson
 Marisol Rodriguez
 Thomas Romanello
 Martha Ross
 Shanna Rutter
 Janice Ryan
 Suhad Salah
 Missy Salter
 Rebekah Sampish
 Feliz Sanchez Garcia
 Kirk Sarell
 Amy Sarrazin
 Katherine Sauer
 Amilaka Sbrocca
 Becky Schipper
 Robin Schlundt
 Katherine Schmatz

 Carolyn Scudder
 Caroline Seals
 Angela Seaton
 Erika Sell
 Loretta Shireman
 Garrett Simpson
 Kimberly Singleton
 Christina Smith
 Lindsey Smith
 Richard Smith
 Kathryn Snyder
 Peter Snyder
 Yadira Solis
 Jamie Sommer Connors
 Sherri Sos
 Kimberly Spikes
 Paula Stack
 Crystal Stueve
 Deborah Tanner
 Kim Taylor
 Melvena Taylor
 Kelly Thornton
 Jose Torrens
 Xanadu Trevino
 Jessica Trujillo
 Kaitlyn Turner
 Emily Urbach
 Georgia Viado
 Billie Vogt
 Tessa Walker
 Karin Warrner
 Jillon Weaver
 Stacey Weber
 Michelle Webster
 Jacqueline White
 Pamela White
 Daniel Wiechman
 Mara Wilde Buchmann
 Candice Williams
 Pauline Wilson
 Curtis Wood
 Deanna Wood
 Terry Woods
 Carly Wooldridge
 Shannon Wooten
 Jan Wuthrich
 Howard Yeoman
 Therese Zuercher



FINANCIALS
HEROES GUILD
Adswerve, Inc.
Bill & Jill Teater
Bill DeLisio
Bob Grant
Brian & Aneka Kerlin
Brighton Legacy Foundation
Broomfield Community   
 Foundation
Broomfield United  
 Methodist Church
Centennial Peaks Hospital
Charlene Rosenblatt
City of Thornton
City View Industrial Park
ConocoPhillips
Donna Alengi & Tom Clark
Ent Credit Union
Firstbank Holding Company
Guaranty Bank
Heather Celeste
Jalisco International, Inc
Jennifer Gero
Kevin Kildow
Marcy Klinger
P&H Equipment
Rachel Ann Williams
Shannon L. Abote
Stephen & Alisha Red Owl
Ticket to Dream Foundation
Tony Thurman/Resident Realty
Town of Bennett
Westminster Human  
 Services Board
Westminster Legacy   
 Foundation

TED SHIPMAN’S POWERFUL 
VOICES  
Bill & Ann Christopher
Brian Knapp
Brighton Kiwanis Club
Chris & Vickie Ricord
City of Brighton
Community Reach Center
Credit Union of  
Colorado Foundation
Daniel Seaver
Dawn & John Davis
Don Tripp
Dwight & Julie Clasby
Eric & Beth Ann Mott
Faye Gillis
Feis & Company, P.C.
Gary Bliss
Global Healthcare Exchange LLC
Gregory Wiske
Halliburton Energy Services
Hyland Hills Parks &   
 Recreation District
James & Barbara A. Lyall
Jason VonLembke
Jennifer Gamble
Jim & Sonja BonAnno
John & Elize Kietzmann
John Popovich & Nancy Juday
Judge Chris Melonakis
Keith Werkheiser
Ken & Antelia Ball
Kristine Foulk
Linda Cureton
Lisa & Anthony Gallegos
Mark & Joanne McCulley
Martin & Sherri Sos
Matthew Sanchez
Metco Landscape, Inc.
Michael & Missy Salter
Rocky Mountain  
 Microfilm & Imaging
Mike Shaw Subaru
Peter Padilla & Alan Leyba
TIC — The Industrial Company
Silas McPherson
Steven & Terry Woods
Steven Erickson
Tabor-Rice Funeral Home, Inc.
Trish Kelly/Keller Williams

THANK you 
supporters

Fundraising Events $ 417,847
Grants $ 394,833
In Kind Donations $ 22,000
Interest $ 1,222 
Legislative/State Funding $ 122,723
Other Income $ 748 

Administrative 5.24%
Fundraising 22.39%
Program Services 72.37%

SOURCE  
OF REVENUE

TOTAL $959,373

USE OF 
FUNDS



THANK you supporters
BENEFACTORS

CHAMPIONS FOR CHILDREN

FRIENDS OF CASA

Bob & Carol Lembke

Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) Fund

17th Judicial District Victim Assistance 
and Law Enforcement (VALE) Program

Therese & Brad Zuercher/ 
Rocky Mountain Hydrostatics

Sally Brown McInnes & John 
McInnes Charitable Trust

Virginia Hill Foundation

Thornton Police Department  

720.523.2855
casa17th@casa17th.com 

casa17th.org 
11860 Pecos Street, Suite 2700

Westminster, CO 80234

The Shipman Family

VALE


